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Name

Institution
The Primary Source Analysis
The Twelve-Inch Gun is a poem written by James Barnes. This song/poem is among others that James wrote in his collection. The collection contains songs that are sung by those who sail in the sea. It was written in the year 1898 (Barnes, 1898). The origin of the poem is based on the war. Thus, it reflects a nation that is tired of war. It also reflects different aspects of the society. The document was addressed to the readers, who in this case are the people, nations, the leaders as well as those who created the weapon itself. 
The primary source contains two paintings. One of the paintings is Memorial Day, 1898. One decoration will do for both this year. [Chicago] Inter Ocean [May 1898] while the other is Rufus F. Zogbaum (American, 1849-1925), The Twelve-Inch Gun, 1898 (Barnes, 1898). Besides this, the source has the poem that James Barnes wrote about the gun itself. 
Notably, the main idea of the poem is the gun and the power it holds. James Burns presents a very visible picture of what the gun can do. He succeeds in doing so by writing the poem from the gun’s perspective (Barnes, 1898). The gun can arbitrate peace among nations and people through its ability to destroy the enemies of those who will it.
Therefore, the political message found in the document pertains to the fatality that came through the creation of a gun powerful enough to destroy lives, kill people and tear families apart. The message also pertains to the dire need to maintain peace among people and nations to avoid war. The reason behind this being that the resultant effect of war is death and losses. 
Finally, the poem relates to the era of its origins through the mentions of the gun and the imminent war that occurred during that period (Barnes, 1898). The gun was created to fight in the World War 1 and World War 2. 
Discussion
How did the Spanish-American war cartoons reflect the reality (or not) of the United States' participation in the Spanish-Cuban-Filipino-American War?
The war between the United States, Spain, Cuba, and Filipino was depicted and covered in many ways including in newspapers and even cartoons (Library of Congress, n.d). The cartoons reflected the reality of the role that the United States played by participating in the war between Spain, Cuba and the Philippines. Many of these cartoons and cartoon illustrations were based not only on firsthand information but also on second-hand information. The firsthand information came from the reporters who were in the field. These reporters were able to provide reliable and excellent reporting of the happenings in Cuba. Therefore, through this, the reality of the role that the United States of America played in that war was reflected. 
What role did race theories play in the development of the West and U.S. expansion beyond North American borders?
Americans believed the ideology of the Manifest Destiny (Merk, Merk & Faragher, 1995). Their belief is what led to them developing the West and expanding beyond their borders in North America. They believed that compared to other people and nations, they were superior not only by their races but also their government, religions, and culture. Americans also held the belief that God had destined them to expand their territories. Therefore, the race theories are what led to the development and expansion. 
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